
Bullying and dropout 



 Bullying and the phenomenon of early school leaving 
	  
2017	  Telefono	  Azzurro	  Doxa	  survey	  run	  on	  
a	   sample	   of	   1,500	   adolescents	   from	  
secondary	   schools	   revealed	   that	   35%	   of	  
the	   interviewed	  admiBed	  of	  being	  bullied	  
in	   lunch	   or	   class	   breaks	   in	   corridors	   and	  	  
bathrooms.	  
Furthermore,	   bullying	   would	   be	   the	  
reason	  why	  160,000	   teenagers	  do	  not	   go	  
to	   school	   every	   day	   thus	   increasing	   the	  
phenomenon	  of	  early	  school	  leaving.	  



Dropout 

-‐The	   clause	   “school	   dropout”	   means	  
the	   final	   exit	   of	   a	   student	   from	   a	  
specific	  training	  process;	  
	  
-‐ S c hoo l	   d r opou t	   i s	   a	   f a c t o r	  
contribuOng	   to	   social	   exclusion,	  
because	   those	   who	   leave	   school	  
prematurely	  risk	  unemployment.	  



The statistics 
In	  the	  OCSE	  area	  Italy	  is	  the	  last	  country	  for	  educaOon	  of	  young	  people.	  The	  naOonal	  average,	  is	  
52.8	  %	  against	  73.7	  %	  in	  Europe.	  More	  specifically:	  
	  
19.7	  %	  of	  young	  people	  (16-‐29	  years)	  and	  26.36	  %	  of	  adults	  (30-‐54	  years)	  have	  poor	  reading	  
skills;	  
	  
Even	  school	  dropout	  is	  widespread:	  17.75	  %	  of	  young	  people	  under	  25,	  lower	  only	  than	  Spain.	  
	  	  



Concurrent causes of Early School Leaving 

Inadequate	   locaOons,	   disadvantaged	   or	   low-‐educated	   families,	   individual	  
moOvaOons	  (such	  as	  anxiety	  or	  lack	  of	  interest)	  together	  with	  bullying	  events	  are	  
the	   most	   common	   causes	   of	   dropping	   out.	   	   A	   low	   level	   of	   educaOon	   means	  
precluding	  chances	  of	  building	  a	  beBer	  future,	  with	  heavy	  consequences	  on	  the	  
social	  and	  integraOon	  of	  the	  person.	  



What can we do to tackle with dropout? 
School	  dropout	  is	  one	  of	  the	  causes	  of	  poverty	  in	  
Italy.	  We	  can	  face	  it	  by:	  
-‐offering	  financial	  contribuOons	  to	  build	  adequate	  
buildings	  and	  to	  support	  low-‐income	  families.	  
-‐promoOng	   extracurricular	   sports	   acOviOes	   for	  
children,	  so	  that	  they	  stay	  away	  from	  the	  road.	  
-‐creaOng	  help/desk	  for	  bullied.	  



What can the school do? 
•  Favouring	  emoOonal,	  social,	  physical	  and	  intellectual	  well-‐being	  state	  
•  AcOvaOng	  bullying	  prevenOon	  policies.	  
•  EducaOng	  to	  feeling	  and	  affecOvity	  starOng	  from	  proporOon	  EmoOons:	  Knowledge	  =	  AffecOvity:	  Knowing	  
•  Establishing	  networks	  of	  schools	  in	  synergy	  with	  the	  families,	  law	  enforcement	  agencies	  and	  local	  NGOs.	  
The	  promoOon	  of	  welfare	  status	  must,	  therefore,	  represent	  an	  essenOal	  element	  of	  the	  school	  curriculum	  for	  
the	  educaOonal	  success	  of	  the	  students,	  for	  the	  full	  realizaOon	  of	  the	  right	  to	  study	  in	  order	  to	  prevent	  early	  
school	  leaving.	  

’’’	  



There	  is	  not	  a	  high	  consciousness	  of	  the	  issue	  from	  the	  students’	  point	  of	  view	  
Our	  school	  survey	  results:	  

worsened	  by	  compeOOon	  



A sense of unadequacy and/or lack of interest is present 

However	  school	  environment	  is	  not	  really	  perceived	  as	  a	  menace	  



Only a low rate recognizes cases of  bullying 

and	  teachers	  are	  not	  trusted	  at	  all	  



Family issues are relevant 



They are quite disillusioned about their future 



Actions 

Over	   the	   years,	   our	   school	   has	   been	   dealing	   with	   dropout	   by	   adopOng	   strategies	   to	   acOvate	   protecOve	   factors	   and	   idenOfy	  
underlying	  problems	  by	  
•  	  food	  educaOon	  courses	  sports	  compeOOons,	  as	  a	  life	  habit;	  	  
•  road	  educaOon	  projects	  as	  a	  means	  to	  dialogue	  on	  rules,	  behavior,	  harmful	  substances,	  group	  dynamics;	  
•  	  educaOon	  in	  awareness	  and	  legality	  in	  the	  use	  of	  technologies	  (paths	  ...	  in	  the	  web)	  through	  illustraOve	  and	  demonstraOve	  

acOviOes,	  meeOngs	  with	  experts,	  guided	  tours,	  research	  and	  group	  work,	  establishment	  of	  a	  web	  community	  in	  order	  to	  make	  
students	  and	  teachers	  on	  the	  subjects	  of	  the	  consOtuOon,	  ciOzenship	  and	  security;	  

•  	  parOcipaOon	  in	  compeOOons	  organized	  by	  various	  clubs	  such	  as	  Rotary,	  Lions,	  Kiwanis,	  Fidapa.	  



The	   teaching	   staff	   has	   agreed	   to	   iden6fy	   and	   implement,	   for	   the	   students	   in	   difficulty,	   the	   most	   effec6ve	   ways	   to	  
reinforce	   the	  mo6va6on	   to	   study,	   to	  fill	   the	   gaps,	   to	   s6mulate	   their	   interests	   also	   through	  models	   and	   learning	   tools	  
closer	  to	  the	  sensi6vity	  and	  a>tudes	  of	  each	  of	  them;	  has	  favored	  the	  ac6ve	  involvement	  of	  all	  the	  school	  components	  in	  
the	  planned	  ac6ons,	  with	  par6cular	  a@en6on	  to	  parents	  and	  other	   territorial	   subjects,	  with	   the	  aim	  of	   realizing	  a	   real	  
“Educa6onal	  Alliance".	  


